Among the Trappers _
in Labrador

The circumstance of life is, in
Labrador, apt to be barometric,
now up, now down.

There is as much difference
between life at the inner end of
a Labrador bay and that “‘on the
outside,’” as there is between the
traditional chalk and cheese,

A 12-hour runup Lake Melville
and we're anchored’among green
trees and flies and in fresh water,
In the first house we visited
lived an aged half breed ot 84,
who had been hopelessly erippled
in one knee early in life. One
might have expected conditions
similiar to those on the outside,
but on the contrary in this, and
indeed in every house, were all
the signs of greater comfort.
The erroneous deduction has
been made that this fact is en-
tirely due to the lumber milling
that has been carried on here
though in a spasmodie manner,
during the past ten years, or
possibly to the fact that these
men are all trappers rather than
fishermen. But none of the
men attributed their sounder
positions to these causes, The
old man said:

“It be different nowadays,
doctor—folks ean help you,
them's able to do it,"" and there-
by he touched one true phrase
of Labrador life; a brotherly
hospitality that comes as close
to real commuism as that of
many who theorize about it more
than they do.

“‘But why Uncle Abe are they
better off 7"’

““Well, it be ever since Johnnie
(. began trading for himself."
One of them— "‘one of the com-
munity” —~had entered into op-
position to “‘the corporation,”
and in spite of the efforts of the
competitors had succeeded. His
effort was not, however, purely
selfish, for he had both lowered
prices of provisions and raised
prices for fur and produce, Now
the earnings of some of these
bigger trappers are quite con-
sidernvle, two voung men here
gotting £1.800 and $2.000 re-
h{’i‘l'}‘l\i'T_‘r for their last winter's
caten

There is considerable romance
attached to the lonely lives of
these men, each man keeping
his “own grounds,’”” and that
only begins often far from home

very literally “‘beyond the
mountains There a man with
five hundred traps and a three
weeks' round of thilts or huts
w11l work alone all winter, hav-
ing hauled in his flour the prev-
JOUS Spring, w hile the hard snow
and frozen ponds still give him a
good roadway. The traps are
left at the huts for the following
winter, and sometimes the whole
lot, consisting of traps, path,
huts, and outfit will be hired to
another man for one-third of his
eatch. In this way the large

families own districts by right

of custom, most jealously ob-
gerved by the settlers, and if
only their title was at law
they might be considered among
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